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SUBJECT: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 
REFS: A. BANGKOK 12774, B. STATE 123640 

1 . WE FULLY CONCUR THAT USG NOT TAKE ANY ACTION ON 
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT UNTIL AFTER MACE AND RIZVI HAVE SEEN 
THE RTG. AS WE STATED IN REF B, WE ARE IN FULL ACCORD 

WITH YOU THAT UNHCR SHOULD LEAD IN ENCOURAGING THE RTG TO 
MAKE THIS DIFFICULT POLITICAL DECISION. HOWEVER, ON BASIS 
EARLIER REPORTING FROM EMBASSY WE ARE TAKING PRELIMINARY 
STEPS IN WASHINGTON, INCLUDING CONSULTATION WITH AN EXPERT 
EXPERIENCED IN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS IN ORDER TO 
ARRIVE AT A BETTER SENSE OF THE SCOPE AND COST OF WHAT 
MIGHT BE DONE TO ASSIST THE THAI. WE ARE COGNIZANT OF THAI 
SENSITIVITIES TO THE "RESETTLEMENT" OF THE REFUGEES, AND 
WE WILL BE LOOKING AT WAYS IN WHICH THE REFUGEE PROBLEM CAN 
BE FOLDED INTO A BROAD "RURAL DEVELOPMENT" SCHEME. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 136955 

2. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THE EMBASSY'S RELUCTANCE TO MAKE 
PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS PRIOR TO MEETING WITH MACE AND 
RIZVI BUT WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE SOME PRO- 
VISIONAL IDEAS, AS WELL AS THE REFUGEE STATISTICS PROMISED, 
PRIOR TO AID ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR JOHN SULLIVAN DEPARTS 

WASHINGTON. MACE AND RIZVI INDICATED THEIR INTENT TO 
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PURSUE THIS MATTER WITH RTG DURING RECENT TALKS WITH 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS IN GENEVA. 

3. IN THIS CONTEXT, IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR YOU TO KNOW 
THAT DURING HIS JUNE 11 MEETING WITH BOB OAKLEY, INTERIOR 
MINISTER SAMAK INDICATED THE RTG PLANS TO ESTABLISH 
COOPERATIVE VILLAGES IN A BAND ALONG THE BORDER AREAS. 
THIRTY PERCENT OF EACH VILLAGE WOULD BE COMPOSED OF 
REFUGEES AND SEVENTY PERCENT THAI. SAMAK CLAIMS HE HAS 
ALREADY FOUND 250 REFUGEE FAMILIES WILLING TO LIVE NEAR 
THE BORDER AND THE RTG IS NOW LOOKING FOR 750 THAI FAMILIES 
TO JOIN THEM. SAMAK ALSO INDICATED THE RTG DOES NOT EXPECT 
TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THIS RESETTLEMENT BUT WILL 
SIMPLY REFER TO A NEW PROGRAM OF COOPERATIVE VILLAGES. 

RTG PLANS TO GIVE EACH FAMILY A PIECE OF LAND AND EVEN- 
TUALLY BUILD FEEDER ROADS CONNECTING THEM. SAMAK EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE BUT STRESSED 
IT WOULD BE RTG PROJECT. HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO TALK 
TO SULLIVAN WHEN LATTER IS IN BANGKOK. A DETAILED MEMCON 
OF THE OAKLEY-SAMAK MEETING WILL BE POUCHED TO YOU. VANCE 
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REFS: A. BANGKOK 12774; B. STATE 123640 

1 . WE FULLY CONCUR THAT USG NOT TAKE ANY ACTION ON 
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT UNTIL AFTER MACE AND RIZVI HAVE SEEN 
THE RTG. AS WE STATED IN REF B, WE ARE IN FULL ACCORD 

WITH YOU THAT UNHCR SHOULD LEAD IN ENCOURAGING THE RTG TO 
MAKE THIS DIFFICULT POLITICAL DECISION. HOWEVER, ON BASIS 
EARLIER REPORTING FROM EMBASSY WE ARE TAKING PRELIMINARY 
STEPS IN WASHINGTON, INCLUDING CONSULTATION WITH AN EXPERT 
EXPERIENCED IN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS IN ORDER TO 
ARRIVE AT A BETTER SENSE OF THE SCOPE AND COST OF WHAT 
MIGHT BE DONE TO ASSIST THE THAI. WE ARE COGNIZANT OF THAI 
SENSITIVITIES TO THE " RESETTLEMENT" OF THE REFUGEES, AND 
WE WILL BE LOOKING AT WAYS IN WHICH THE REFUGEE PROBLEM CAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 136955 

BE FOLDED INTO A BROAD "RURAL DEVELOPMENT" SCHEME. 

2. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THE EMBASSY'S RELUCTANCE TO MAKE 
PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS PRIOR TO MEETING WITH MACE AND 
RIZVI BUT WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE SOME PRO- 
VISIONAL IDEAS, AS WELL AS THE REFUGEE STATISTICS PROMISED, 
PRIOR TO AID ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR JOHN SULLIVANDE DEPARTS 
WASHINGTON. MACE AND RIZVI INDICATED THEIR INTENT TO 
PURSUE THIS MATTER WITH RTG DURING RECENT TALKS WITH 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS IN GENEVA. 

3. IN THIS CONTEXT, IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR YOU TO KNOW 
THAT DURING HIS JUNE 11 MEETING WITH BOB OAKLEY, INTERIOR 
MINISTER DAMAK INDICATED THE RTG PLANS TO ESTABLISH 
COOPERATIVE VILLAGES IN A BAND ALONG THE BORDER AREAS. 
THIRTY PERCENT OF EACH VILLAGE WOULD BE COMPOSED OF 
REFUGEES AND SEVENTY PERCENT THAI. SAMAK CLAIMS HE HAS 
ALREADY FOUND 250 REFUGEE FAMILIES WILLING TO LIVE NEAR 
THE BORDER AND THE RTG IS NOW LOOKING FOR 750 THAI FAMILIES 
TO JOIN THEM. SAMAK ALSO INDICATED THE RTG DOES NOT EXPECT 
TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THIS RESETTLEMENT BUT WILL 
SIMPLY REFER TO A NEW PROGRAM OF COOPERATIVE VILLAGES. 

RTG PLANS TO GIVE EACH FAMILY A PIECE OF LAND AND EVEN- 
TUALLY BUILD FEEDER ROADS CONNECTING THEM. SAMAK EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE BUT STRESSED 

IT WOULD BE RTG PROJECT. HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO TALKD 
TO SULLIVAN WHEN LATTER IS IN BANGKOK. A DETAILED MEMCON 
OF THE OAKLEY-SAMAK MEETING WILL BE POUCHED TO YOU. VANCE 
UNQTE 

CHRISTOHPER 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 136955 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 136955 SENT ACTION BANGKOK 14 JUN 77 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 136955 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, TH, US 

SUBJECT: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 

REFS: A. BANGKOK 12774, B. STATE 123640 

1 . WE FULLY CONCUR THAT USG NOT TAKE ANY ACTION ON 
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT UNTIL AFTER MACE AND RIZVI HAVE SEEN 
THE RTG. AS WE STATED IN REF B, WE ARE IN FULL ACCORD 
WITH YOU THAT UNHCR SHOULD LEAD IN ENCOURAGING THE RTG TO 
MAKE THIS DIFFICULT POLITICAL DECISION. HOWEVER, ON BASIS 
EARLIER REPORTING FROM EMBASSY WE ARE TAKING PRELIMINARY 
STEPS IN WASHINGTON, INCLUDING CONSULTATION WITH AN EXPERT 
EXPERIENCED IN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS IN ORDER TO 
ARRIVE AT A BETTER SENSE OF THE SCOPE AND COST OF WHAT 
MIGHT BE DONE TO ASSIST THE THAI. WE ARE COGNIZANT OF THAI 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 136955 

SENSITIVITIES TO THE "RESETTLEMENT" OF THE REFUGEES, AND 
WE WILL BE LOOKING AT WAYS IN WHICH THE REFUGEE PROBLEM CAN 
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BE FOLDED INTO A BROAD "RURAL DEVELOPMENT" SCHEME. 

2. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THE EMBASSY'S RELUCTANCE TO MAKE 
PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS PRIOR TO MEETING WITH MACE AND 
RIZVI BUT WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE SOME PRO- 
VISIONAL IDEAS, AS WELL AS THE REFUGEE STATISTICS PROMISED, 
PRIOR TO AID ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR JOHN SULLIVAN DEPARTS 

WASHINGTON. MACE AND RIZVI INDICATED THEIR INTENT TO 
PURSUE THIS MATTER WITH RTG DURING RECENT TALKS WITH 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS IN GENEVA. 

3. IN THIS CONTEXT, IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR YOU TO KNOW 
THAT DURING HIS JUNE 11 MEETING WITH BOB OAKLEY, INTERIOR 
MINISTER SAMAK INDICATED THE RTG PLANS TO ESTABLISH 
COOPERATIVE VILLAGES IN A BAND ALONG THE BORDER AREAS. 
THIRTY PERCENT OF EACH VILLAGE WOULD BE COMPOSED OF 
REFUGEES AND SEVENTY PERCENT THAI. SAMAK CLAIMS HE HAS 
ALREADY FOUND 250 REFUGEE FAMILIES WILLING TO LIVE NEAR 
THE BORDER AND THE RTG IS NOW LOOKING FOR 750 THAI FAMILIES 
TO JOIN THEM. SAMAK ALSO INDICATED THE RTG DOES NOT EXPECT 
TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THIS RESETTLEMENT BUT WILL 
SIMPLY REFER TO A NEW PROGRAM OF COOPERATIVE VILLAGES. 

RTG PLANS TO GIVE EACH FAMILY A PIECE OF LAND AND F.EN- 

TI TALLY BUILD FEEDER ROADS CONNECTING THEM. SAMAK EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE BUT STRESSED 
IT WOULD BE RTG PROJECT. HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO TALK 
TO SULLIVAN WHEN LATTER IS IN BANGKOK. A DETAILED MEMCON 
OF THE OAKLEY-SAMAK MEETING WILL BE POUCHED TO YOU. VANCE 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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